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Beneficiaries and Executors: A Financial Guide
When someone dies—whether the death was 
anticipated or unexpected—the surviving spouse 
or partner and other family members face major 
personal and financial decisions even as they deal 
with their grief.

As a financial adviser you may often face a host of 
questions related to the deceased’s finances, will, 
and estate. Even knowledgeable clients may be 
thrown into a tailspin by a loved one’s death and 
may be overwhelmed by the tasks and challenges 
of moving forward. 

When a client is terminally ill, you may be  
contacted by a spouse or family member, or by  
your client directly, seeking guidance on how to  
prepare for the impending loss. Providing them 
with a list of the things to know and do, both 
before and after the death, can greatly relieve their 
anxieties and reinforce the value of your services. 

Equally important, the guide provides an ideal way 
to engage surviving spouses, children, and benefi-
ciaries of the estate, many of whom will be looking 
for advice on managing their inherited assets. This 

is especially true of millennials, who are expected 
to inherit much of the $24 trillion expected to shift 
ownership in the next 15 years.

To help retain client family members—research 
shows that 70% of widows leave their husband’s 
advisers and 95% of inheritors change their adviser 
following the death of both parents*—consider 
providing them with a copy of Beneficiaries & 
Executors: A Financial Guide. Branded for your firm, 
the guide is a proactive way to reach these new 
asset holders at a time when they are most in need 
of your support. 

Written in collaboration with financial and legal 
professionals, the guide uses straightforward 
language and practical to-do lists that clarify the 
responsibilities of surviving spouses and children, 
beneficiaries named in the will, the estate’s  
executor or trustee, or someone filling several  
of these roles.

Readers will learn about how probate works,  
the way assets are passed and distributed to  
beneficiaries, the role of the executor, key legal 
terms, and the requirements for filing tax returns 
for the deceased and the estate.

* Retaining heirs: How to connect with your next generation of clients © 2017 The Vanguard Group, Inc. All rights reserved

For information about branding, customizing, and ordering the guide please contact:
Mavis Wright at mwright@lightbulbpress.com or 212-485-8822 

Retail price $14.75 Discounts available on bulk purchases.
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